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been leaving for cities to find work there. The natural con-
sequence is the shortage of labour in their respective villages,
which circumstance has helped the stay-away-at-home people
to get better conditions. This change of condition is reflected
in better houses, which now have Manglore-tile roofs
instead of thatched ones. There have been of late instances
of marriages, wherein the money-lender was not at all approa-
ched and there are many casei in which the debt contracted
:s quite negligible and the duration of servitude for the money
borrowed is comparatively short, exceeding, only in rare
cases, a period of five years.
Bread, prepared from nctgh'-Qour and fish is the cherished
food of the Kunbis. Occasional contact with Brahmins and
other higher class people, amongst whom tea-drinking had
already taken firm root, has accustomed them to tea so much
so that they have become its slaves. This however, has not
made them teetotalers. Men are addicted to liquor as strong-
ly as before. Only the time of the sway of these two kinds
of liquids differs. The liquor is generally drunk in the even-
ing, tea during day-time. Much money is spent on toddy in
ceremonies like marriage and on occasions like birth and death.
On festival days they must drink. Few of them will have at
least one bottle of toddy every day if possible. Most of them
are moderate, too much indulgence is looked down upon and
abstinence is respected. Smoking and betel-leaf eating is
common, the latter being enjoyed by both the sexes alike.
Children are expected not to drink, smoke or eat pan. To
offer pan is the usual way of showing hospitality and the
habit of eating it is considered to be a necessity. Even in
the midst of hard work, when time is pressing, they will
snatch a few seconds to eat pan. It serves the purpose
of both diversion and rest. It gives rest to bullocks yoked
to the plough automatically ; and a farmer interested in his
cattle will think twice before allowing his bullocks to be
handled by one who does not eat pan.
Familv system among the Kunbis is undergoing the same
change as ar Jong the Brahmins. Joint families are nearly extinct.
This has net, however, much affected the daily routine.
Getting up early in the morning and attending to his personal